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ABOUT THE PROJECT 
Located in Nipomo, San Luis Obispo 
County, Dana Adobe Nipomo Amigos 
(DANA) is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to the restoration and 
preservation of the historic Dana 
Adobe and to the development of the 
Rancho Nipomo Historical Park.   
 

DANA’s interpretive plan gives voice 
to Native American (Chumash) culture 
and explores the interaction of the 
human economies on the ecosystem 
of the rancho over time as a means of 
understanding California’s cultural and 
environmental issues today.  
 

Since inception, DANA has succeeded 
in gaining official designations for the 
site, including California State 
Historical Landmark, a listing on the 
National Register of Historical Places 
and becoming a Save America’s 
Treasures Site. DANA has also 
facilitated $5,000,000 in capital 
improvement, including the acquisition 
of 29 acres and procurement of a 99-
year lease of 100 acres of adjoining 
land as well as securing the funds to 
complete the remaining restoration of 
the Dana Adobe, now in process.  

The project will showcase the cultural and natural resources 
of the Nipomo Creek watershed and Nipomo Mesa through 
interactive environmental education programs and exhibits. 
Located on 129 acres of protected land, the project 
provides public interpretation of the site’s unique geological, 
paleontological, prehistoric, historical and botanical 
resources, and draws on the established cultural and nature 
educational programs developed by DANA.  
 

The proposed facilities include a visitor center, office and 
curation building; a nature education classroom; interpretive 
nature trails system; Native American (Chumash) 
interpretive features; native habitat interpretation and 
restoration area; and support amenities. 
 

The Visitors Center is the third phase of Rancho Nipomo 
Dana Adobe Historical Park. Phase I involved obtaining 
adobe ownership and official designations and initiating 
restoration the historic building. Phase II secured, 
permanently protected and began habitat restoration of the 
lands surrounding the adobe. The proposed project, which 
is the third and final phase, will enable proper curation and 
display of paleontological, prehistoric and historic artifacts 
which illustrate human interaction with the environment 
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